Review of Bibliographic Access to Medieval and Renaissance Manuscripts: A Survey of Computerized Data Bases and Information Service by Jenkins, Fred W.
University of Dayton
eCommons
Roesch Library Faculty Publications Roesch Library
4-1993
Review of Bibliographic Access to Medieval and
Renaissance Manuscripts: A Survey of
Computerized Data Bases and Information Service
Fred W. Jenkins
University of Dayton, fjenkins1@udayton.edu
Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/roesch_fac
Part of the Library and Information Science Commons, and the Medieval Studies Commons
This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the Roesch Library at eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Roesch Library
Faculty Publications by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact frice1@udayton.edu,
mschlangen1@udayton.edu.
eCommons Citation
Fred W. Jenkins (1993). Review of Bibliographic Access to Medieval and Renaissance Manuscripts: A Survey of Computerized Data
Bases and Information Service. Library Resources & Technical Services. , 244
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/roesch_fac/35
240/ LRTS . 37(2) o Book Reoieus
Bibliographic Accecs to Mediooal and
Berr'riicisatwe Manncripts: A Su,meg
of Computerized.Databaset atd In-
formation Setpices. Ed. by Wesley M.
Stevens. New York: Haworth, 1992.
I96p. $22.95 (ISBN r-560%-?.tu4-8).
LC 91-32322. Also published as Pri-
mary Sources 6 OriginalWo*.s,Yl,
nos.V4, 1991.
This volume comprises a number ofpapers
originally presented at a special session of
the Eighteenth lnternational Congress of
the History of Science (Hamburg and
Munich, 1989). Its title is somewhat mis-
leading; it is not so much a survey of data-
bases of medieval manuscripts, although
several are describe4 as it is'a discussi6n
of methodologies and standards for creat-
ing such data5ases. The contents fall into
two parts. The first is a series of descrip-
tions of six individual databases, each writ-
ten by a scholar involved in its design and./
or compilation. These databases include
Ber{amin Catalogue for thc History of
Science, MEDIUM (Irwtitut de Recherche
et d.'Histoire des T6tes), Tzntralinomtar-
nittelaltedicher H andschriften bis 1500 in
den Sanm)ungen dcr DDR, lntemational
Computer Catalogue of Medter:al ScUnAfic
Maruscripts, Hill Monastic Maruncript
Llbrary, and,Corpus of Crcek Medical Man-
ttsct'tpts. Most of these databases are es-
tablished, abhoughCotryus is still in devel-
opmental stages. The descriptions ofthese
are valuable for insights into current
methods of describing early manuscripts
and the problems involved in this task.
scriptions of manuscripts contain laqgely
tlre same type andvolume of information,
but no sd;dard format is used in pre-
senting it. The access points provided also
varywith each database. Remote access is
noi available for most of &em at the pres-
ent time. Onlv MEDIUM is now available
for consultation through online networks;
the others can be consulted only through
their stafTs.
The second part c'onsists of four general
discussions of the computerized catalo$ng
of manuscripts. Mayo's paper on machine'
readable 
""idogi"[ 
(M'ARC) of medieval
manuscripts is of exceptiond interest. It
presents i balanced account of the benefits
(internationd standardization, integration
manuscripts and insists on special and sep-
arate trealtment. which worild almost ce-r-
of record, which would be widely available
national standards for describing early
manuscripts and deci&ng on a st"andard
computeiformat for the resulting records.
Both medievalists and special collections
librarians will ftnd mucliof interest in the
book.-Fred W. lmkins, Unioersity of
Dagton, Ohio.
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